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The National tribune Headquar ¬

ters at Chicago during- the National En
campment will be in Parlor IC Palmer
House and all comrades tlieir wives and
families are cordially invited to call and
make themselves tit home They can
make appointments to meet their friends
there and have their man sent to that room

in our care

SENATOR GALIAXGER is at his old trick
of wailing over the amount spent for pen-

sions

¬

and exaggerating the cxpensivenes9
of the bills which have been sent to his Com-

mittee
¬

Foil the first time in the history of the
Memphis Postoflice it was closed on Con-

federate
¬

Memorial Day by Postmaster
Dutro in honor of the rebel dead There
is no warrant in law for such a thing

It IS now the beginning of Winter in
South Africa but as Roberts is at the 27th
parallel of latitude about equal to the
most southern part of Florida cold weather
should not annoy him much

TlIE French are believed to be intrigu ¬

ing for possession of the great but totter-

ing
¬

Empire of Morocco which has about
as many square miles as California and an
unknown millions of people It has im ¬

mense resources which civilization could
develop

Gnx ALGER promptly shows a clean
bill of health by publishing the Presidents
order putting agihe appointments in the
Cuban Postal Service under the Postinaster
General

Capt Hrjcn Williams 33d U S
writes from Vigan Luzon

The wealth of this section is in hemp
It needs no cultivation and simpl v tumbles
over itself growing With 310000 one
could become a millionaire in 10 years
unless you become as lazy as the ieople
here The only reason they are not rich
is lecauso they wont work any more than
will barely support them and they live on
ZO to 13 cents Mexican

THE Sublime- Porte seems sublimely
indifferent as to what we propose to do about
collecting that little bill We have given
our Minister to Turkey indefinite leave of
absence which to any other Nation would
be very significant as showing an inter-

ruption
¬

to diplomatic relations But he
takes no notice of it and retainshis Minister
here

Postmaster General Smith whose paper
the Philadelphia Press lias been bo rancor-
ous

¬

and unfair toward the veterans and
pensioners and so zealous In the service of
Henry Clay Evans has now a good deal of
explaining to make on his own account
He selected and appointed every one of the
Cuban rascals and they were under his
supervision

SOME months ago the Mayor of Atlanta
came to Washington and painted the south
ide of Pennsylvania avenue a very lively

red The news got back to Atlanta and a
Minister preached a good old fashioned
Oamewliat sulphurous sermon on the sub-
ject

¬

The best citizens were aroused and
tbe Mayor promised them to resign Then
he took a sober second thought he had
Rotten sober in the meanwhile and ho
told them that lie would do nothing of the
kind they could go to Now the aforesaid
best citizens are wondering whether the
lireach-of-promis- o law can not be worked
la on him

North Carolina pops up a relic of medi
evalism probably as a variant to the numer ¬

ous nominations of favorite sons from
every cross roads for the Vice Presidency
it is a proclamation of outlawry against
a man named Fort who does not seem to be
at all a favorite son If he docs not sur-
render

¬

for trial by a given date lie is pro-

nounced
¬

an outlaw and it will be the duty
of any good citizen coming upon him to
kill him without any farther preliminaries
We shall watch how the old thing works
It may bo good to try on wife lcatcrs
train wreckers and fellows who play
practical jokes

OXE of the unexpected developments
Inst week was the enthusiasm of the
Southern Baptists in convention at Hot
Springs Ark for Expansion One
speaker said The war which liberated
Cuba was not one of conquest but hu-
manity

¬

Circumstances have brought us
Eorto Rico Hawaii and the Philippines
and you cant put the chicken back into the
broken egg shell Another said It
bcems almost as if tho Lord had revealed
Himself as an Expansionist and tho
Baptist has never yet gone back on revela-
tion

¬

Tills was tho tono of all thespeeches
and was received with tho greatest en-

thusiasm
¬

This means something What
the Baptists say in the South goes

THE SEW TENSIOJf DILL

We aro still waiting for the interpre
tation which Commissioner Evans will put
on the amended act of Juno 27 1S90 As

the fiscal year is now witliin a few weeks

of its close when substantially all the
saving that can be made for this Ad-

ministration

¬

will have to be done we may
have to wait a few days longer for any
marked change in the direction of liberal-

ity

¬

if such is contemplated
As wo have said before the amendments

put no more pressuro upon tho Commis-

sioner
¬

to compel him to do his duty than
existed before He has claimed of late
that he lias been grouping disabilities
and giving the claimants the benefit of
such a course The amendments merely
empower him to do what he at first claimed
that he had no power to do and subse-
quently

¬

that ho was doing Whether he
will do it or not still rests entirely with
him Even tho widows clause only cm
powers him to do what ho had perfect
power to do before A number of other
equally nagging requirements remain
and will remain until ho decides to remove
them

A matter of much importance now is
whether in tho event of a more liberal In¬

terpretation of the law which the action
of Congress fivors new applications will
have to bo filed by those whose claims
have been rejected and also by those whose
claims are pending

The National tribune pointed this
danger out editorially somo mouths ago
when the amendments were first intro-
duced

¬

But the theory of the GAR
Pension Committee and many lawyers
was that tlie amendments being merely
diangcs in the original law left that law
to stand as it otherwise was and its lan ¬

guage would refer to its original passage
They also pointed out the act of 3Iarch 0

1800 which was intended to curb Lochren
but which ho and Evans have wholly
ignored and treated as a dead letter This
reads

That whenever a claim for pension under
the act of June 27 1SU0 has been or shall
hereafter lie rejected suspended or dis-
missed

¬

and a new application shall have
lwn or shall hereafter be filed and a pen ¬

sion has been or shall hereafter be al-
lowed

¬

in such claim such pension shall
dato from the tiino of filintr such first appli
cation provided that the evidence in the
case shall show a pensionable disability to
have existed or to exist at the time of
filing such first application anything in
any law or ruling oi tno JJepartment to tue
contrary notwithstanding

If the amendments are to bo regarded a3
enacting an entirely new law in place of
the act of June 27 1SD0 the act of March
C 1898 is of course a dead letter Since
Evans has always treated it as such how-

ever
¬

the loss is not so material
If the act of May 9 shall be construed as

new legislation superseding the act of
June 27 1890 and requiring the filing of
new claims and the cutting off of all ar-

rears
¬

on those pending or rejected tho re-

sponsibility
¬

lies with Speaker Henderson
and Chairman Sidloway who rigor-
ously

¬

shut off all attempts to amend the
bill and make it cover this danger as well
as make other desired provisions Repre-
sentatives Curtis and Calderhead of Kan-
sas

¬

were particularly strenuous in en-

deavoring
¬

to make these butwere cut off
by Speaker Henderson and Chairman
Sulloway

Tim CLARK SENATORIAL CASE

The Clark case has been marked by the
sharp practice characteristic of mine- -

jobbery in the AVest Evidently Clark has
been counseled by the high priced legal
sharps that he has employed in accumu-
lating

¬

his immense fortune Nothing could
havo been more cunning than tho devices
to which he has resorted to hold I1I3 seat
The Committee had unanimously rejiorted
against him and he knew that the Senate
would adopt the report by alargc majority
The Governor of Montana was adverse to
him but tho Lieutenant Governor is his
friend or at least controllable Singu-
larly

¬

ihelGovernor of tho State had busi¬

ness in San Francisco just at that moment
It may be unjust to the Governor but people
are coming to regard everything in Mon-

tana
¬

iKlitic3 as suspicious Tho Mon-
tana

¬

Constitution provides that in the
Governors absence all his powers devolve
unreservedly upon the Lieutenant Governor
He facarcely gets out of the State when
Clarkresigns in order to forestall action
upon the Committees roport It is lose
connection all round and everything is
done by telegraph Tho President of the
Senato orders Clarks name dropped from
the roll and this is held to complete the
vacancy The Lieutenant Governor Is
notified and at once appoints Clark to fill
the vacancy It looks as if this puts Clark
in the seat and screws him down and there
is much gratulation over the success of the
smart trick But in this caso Clark Is
dealing with men who aro as shrewd and
resourceful as he is and very much dis-

inclined
¬

to allow a seat in tho Senate to be
a matter for chicane The principlo ap ¬

plied in the Quay case is invoked To this
Clarks lawyers answer with more chicane

prolably high priced They mako the
sharp ioiiit that there was no vacancy

when tho Legislature was in session Lee
Mantles term not really expiring until
after the Legisature had adjourned This
is merely legal juggling In the meanwhile
the Governor of Montana returns revokes
the appointment on the ground tliat it was
made through collusion and fraud and ap¬

points Hon Martin Maginnis as Senator
Tills adds immensely to the legal com-
plications

¬

beginning with tho questbn as
to his power to revoke an appointment
What the Senate ought to do and what it
probably will do will 1k to adopt tho Com-
mittees

¬

report sweep the whole mass of
dirty entanglements off its docket and
leave the seat vacant until it am bo properly
filled at the next session of tho Montana
Legislature Its own dignity will not per-
mit

¬

it to become the prey to practices of
mining sharks Public inoralitv forbids
it

OUR NatiorrjLiaracter has bqn fear-
fully

¬

blackencain the eyes of tho whole
world by tho rascalities of Ralhboiie
Ncely ct aland we owe it to ourselves to
make an example tif them
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The utter collapse of the Boer aggres-

siveness

¬

is most remarkable Roberts is
moving scattered columns whither ho will

along a front that must bo more than 2Q0

miles wide without even one of his smallest
and most Isolated parties meeting any re
sistance He sent a small cavalry column
off hundreds of miles to the relief of Mafe
king and it encountered no trouble in its
long ride Buller is moving unopposed up
the railroad to the east and will join Roberts
just before the latter reaches Pretoria
Thero is no present explanation for this ex-

cept
¬

complete discouragement on the part
of the Boers but there seems no ground for
such abject depression They have suf-

fered no such set ero blows as would justify
them in losing all heart Wo havo been
hurt proportionately much worso many
times in our history without its taking the
fight out of us It is astonishing that
nowhero among them has developed any
even subordinate leader some Captain or
Lieutenant even who would go out with n
few men and attack some outpest or small
British party stnd start the current the
other way to encourage his people There
must have been thousands of theo oppor-

tunities
¬

offered in the way that Roberts has
been scattering his men to make flank move-

ments
¬

reconnoiter and bring up trains
which a daring and enterprising young
leader would havo improved It is hard to
think of an enemy moving through our
country as Roberts is doing through South
Africa without small squads of inei harry-
ing

¬

him at every step and from every di-

rection
¬

We encountered that sort of thing
in the South up to the very day of sur-

render
¬

THE GAR 3 contribution of a splendid
statue of Gen U S Grant to the National
Capital reminds us again of the singular
kick iii Washington of any memorial
whatever to the private soldiers and sailors
w ho sa ed the Nation and made illustrious
the men whose statues adorn the city In
this respect Washington is far behind the
majority of County Seats in the North
especially in the older and wealthier parts of
the country Great numbers of these have
erected beautiful memorials to their soldiers
and sailors who followed tho Hag of the
country and which compaied to the wealth
of the people of tbe County represent an ex
penditure that would be equal to millions of
dollars by the Government But the visitor
to Washington sees only statues to Generals
and Admirals nothing anywhero to men
of lower rank Tltis is a National reproach
and tho Grand Army of the Republic the
WRC the Ladies of tho GAH the
Loyal Legion and tho Sons of Veterans
should unite in devoting themselves to see--

inb Ui l -- tproach is taken away by as
splendid a memorial as money and art can
produce

TAK1XG what might 1 termed a States
Rights view of the question the Supreme
Court has dismissed tho appeal of Gov
Taylor of Kentucky on the ground of
want of jurisdiction The majority of the
Court holds tliat Kentucky is a State in
the full and free exercise of all her rights
and powers She has settled the question
of the Governorship according fo her laws
and the Supreme Court has therefore no
right to interfere Justices Brewer Brown
and McKenna dissented from portions of
this opinion and Justice Harlan made a
most vigorous dissent He based this
upon the Fourteenth Amendment which
prohibits taking away any mans life
liljcrtj- - or property without due process of
lav He claimed that the right to hold an
office to which he liad been duly elected was
one of the dearest possessions of a citizen
that the Legislature of Kentucky in utter
defiance of law and of right and contempt
of till etidenee had taken away from Gov
Taylor the office to which ho had leen
elected and tliat this action nearly con-

cerned
¬

the liberties of the whole people
7-

-
WHILE the proportions of the Cuban

steal have fallen far short of the exaggera-
tions

¬

of the sensational papers it Is infa-

mously
¬

large and will reach a quarter of a
million dollars The disclosures aro sick-

ening
¬

Rathbone Ncely and their sub-

ordinates
¬

seem to have gone to the island
with a predetermination to loot it and they
went to work with an audacity as shame ¬

less as their Spanish predecessors The
Administration Is showing a commendable
vigor in probing tho matter to tho bottom
and wo believe will bring every rascal to
deserved punishment This can hardly
be made too severe We owe this to the
good namo of the country which has been
so sadly tarnished by these scoundrels
and it is necessary at the outset of our
colonial policy that by exemplary punish ¬

ment wo warn officials that island offices
must be administered with as rigorous
honesty as domestic ones

THE Philadelphia Press Postmaster
General Smiths paper published a state-
ment

¬

that Commissioner Evans had re¬

signed In an interview with a reporter
Mr Evans said

There is not a scintilla of truth in tho
roport I not only hae not resigned but
dc not propose to 1 shall serve out my
term as Commissioner of Pensions Ac-
cording

¬

to reports I have resigned at least
onco a month during tho past two years
No there is no prosjiect of a severanco of
my official duties There is no friction
anywhere and I am working along en-
deavoring to do my duty

Probably the Press was far nearer the
truth than Evans The Press lias been a
strongholder of Evans but now everybody
feels that he is an incubus on the Republi-
can

¬

party and wants to get rid of him
Evans is talking tho same way as ho did
about his Tennessee defeat

THERE can bo no praise too high for the
littlo garrison of Mafeking which for
seven long months maintained an obsti-
nate

¬

defense against a large force of Boers
It is true that tho Beers showed an aston-
ishing

¬

Incapacity for siege operations
but this does not diminish the credit due
tho defenders who were nearly all civil-
ians

¬

and greatly outnumbered from the
start The Boers should havo taken the
place inside of a week and an equal num-

ber
¬

of American militia would certainly
have done so

jtai-M-Vfr- j
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The Eoys Secure Another Supply of Food
Si and Shortv took n few minutes after

getting well into tho shelter of tho locust
thicket to give way to joyful feeling oer
being at length across the Macon Railroad
They felt that they had entered upon the
last half of their long journey and had
between them and tho Union lines less
dill ulties and dangers than they had en¬

countered so far In spito of tho dark
clouds and tho drenched earth the outlook
seemed very bright

A deep gully ran down from higher
ground jnis was neavny corcierpu on
both sides with young locusts and Si led
his squad up it to- the hill beyond The
clouds cleared away as the sun was setting
and looking out from behind tho cover of
the giant trunk of a live oak Si could
plainly see the railroad bridge and their
would be pursuers now all across tho crcclc
and forming a lino to beat tlirough the
woods in search of them

I kin seo another crick about a half-a-mil- o

further on said Shortv Theyd
a had us dead to rights if we d stayed on
that side Theyll git them two goober
grabbom sure s littlo apples

Well said SI with a tono of satisfac-
tion

¬

itll take cm all evenintr and nrob- -
ably all night to find out wo aint there
Thats a good deal o country for that crowd
to skirmish over If they dont ketch them
Georgians they wont find out nothin
about us until they havo gono through
that whole neck o woods mebbe not until
to morrow inorning In tho meanwhile
we 11 be huntin the north star and puttin
sacred soil lietwocn them and us

Everybodys over there said Shorty
Lets pike ahad awhile yit Theresa good

deal o go left in us and les uso it up
Every mile that we kin mako now counts

The crest of tho hill trended northward
and was thickly covered with woods
through which llowevcr they could walk
with comparative caso while tho light
lasted But in spito of Sis eagerness to
get ahead he began to feci very hungry
He had had nothing to cat since morning
and not a very satisfactory meal then
He knew that the rest must lie even hun-
grier

¬

they aluays were and with their
hunger would como weakness and inability
to march Something must be done to get
food and It once What should it 1

From the top of tho hill he could seo farms
and farmhouses in the distance and there
was food but none of his old foraging
tricks would avail now when his main
object in life was to keep out of sight

When ho realized that he was hungry
he became all at once verv hunrrrv
famished Ho looked back and saw that
the boys faces were pinched and wan and
that they were following him with an effort
Poor little Pete could hardly drag one foot
after another Ho began looking around
for the wild fruitj which aro always a de-
light

¬

to a boy in the Northern woods but
the Georgia woods are destitute of these
No huckleberriCiS raspberries blackberries
or tho luscious May apples were to be
found

He finally saw a cornfield at a little dis-
tance

¬

which it seemed that ho could ap-
proach

¬

without much danger of being seen
as it was now growing quite dark

He halted iliq boys under the shadow of
tho trees while ho and Shorty slipped
forward

They found the littlo ears of corn a
single one to a stalk were in tho milk

Party slim kind o feed for hard march
in said Si asho and Shorty gathered
their arms full of the ears But itll have
to do until wo kin git something better
I wish we had a littlo salt and a fire We
could mako a tolerable meal

Might as well wish for a whole com
lnlssarv train while youre about it
grumbled Shorty

Tlioy carried their loads back to the
boys and Shorty irreverently whistled the
cavalry feed calf as he dumped his on the
ground anil Si called to tho rest to come
up and lay hold Hungry as the boys
were they looked with dismay at the unin-
viting

¬

spread
Never heard before of anything but

coons eating green coril in the ear s tid
Harry Joslyn as he peeled off the husk
and surveyed the rows of milk white grains
Dont seem human

Ivo heard remarked Alf Russell
taking a preliminary nibble that green

corn in the ear gives horses colic My it
tastes worsou the wall paste I onco et
when I was a littlo kid

Eat hearty boys Fill up on it ad ¬

jured Si gnawing away vigorously on an
ear for good example My rule 111 life
is when you cant get what you like like
what you kin git I always was fond o
roasun ears aooui 1111s time o year vp

git along without bavin em roastedkin
or bavin salt and butter on em Wo kin
eat tho salt and butter some other tune

Yes fill up on it boys echoed Shorty
doing his share by way of example

Voo got to have something to travel on
till wo kin find something better The
moreothis you eat the moreUianecyoull
liave o gittm something good

I begin to understand Nebuchadnezzars
feelings when he was turned out to grass
murmured Monty Scruggs I wonder if
wo keep this up if our hair will grow like
eagles feathers and our nails like birds
claws

In spite of their hunger and the reasons
they had forcating they made but a meager
meal and left a large portion of tho ears
untouched Still they felt a little strength-
ened

¬

and resumed tlieir journey with
spirit

My idee is said Si to Shorty by way
of consultation that wo want to bear
generally to the northwest Wo crossed
that road runnin from Macon a good deal
east of the town Wo ivant to bear around
to tho left until wo como to tho railroad
running south from Atlanty to Maeqn
that wo came down on If we keep near
that itll take us buck to Atlanty

Dont know about workin over too
clost to that railroad responded Shorty
dubiously

I believe well come out better by keep
in as due north as wo kin Tho last Iinv
that cumc uiij Aidersonvillo said that our
urmy was workiu oer toward tho east of
Atlanty to a place called Decatur Wc
may lilt cm straight by boarin off to the
oast and coinin in from that direction
Wo may run right into em somewhere
makiti one ol WUUnclo liilly s flank moo
ments

Great Scott it we only could said Si
so transported at tho thought that he
abandoned his northwestering and I egan
heading duo north If wo could only run
right into the old Fourteenth Corps and
see the old Acorn fljtr flvinir from Gnn
Daviss Headquarters on a hill and see the
division nags on oilier lulls in front and
find the 200th Injianny coming through the
woods witli Co Q thrown out as skirmish-
ers

¬

and Cap McGillicuddy in command
but ho must bo a Major by this time
Wouldnt it butflist too grand to hear his
voico ringin through the woods as lie
sung out Forwhrd on the right Keep
your uisiancear 3 uon t nuutio up and
then

Si admonished Shorty that green
cornit went to your head Weaintwithiu
73 miles o Sherman yit and tho whole
reliel armys betwixt us and him not to say
nothin of about a million citizens and
sneaking conscriptors

They had reached the brow of the hill
which commanded a view of a big road
for a long distance Tho intervals be¬
tween tho showers were becoming longer
and in theso tho moon would struggle to
como out from behind tho clouds and
illuminate the country Si and Shorty
had gone forward a littlo ways to study tho
road and decide whether to go down into
it and follow it or mako tlieir wav nnrnsi it
and continuo on through the woods

iiioy saw a man apparently a planter
ride along followed by an old negro on a
mio norse wun a young wmto girl seatedbehind with her arm around tho negros
waist

Tulk about nigger equality said Si
Theres the planters daughter ridin

on the same horso with that darkv and
her arm around him rlliil r Iaiuiw 411J U1U9U1I

2iJim Jaxiit

fir

Injianny allowln our women folks to put
themselves on sich equality with n nigger
The chatter o theso galfoots makes me
sick

Then came along the Inevitable squad of
conscripters with a gang of halting un-
happy

¬

recruits
Great Jehosephat groaned Shorty

there dont seem to bo no other biznlss
going on in this country than rakin up the
offal of humanity to put into tho army
They put a feller into the army and git him
wounded and then send him back home
to rake up some other feller to ketch a
yhnkcobullet Id like to see tho army
theyre gethering up there around Atlanty
It must look like Resurrection Morn in a
country graveyard jast after Gabriel has
Mowed his horn Old Slierman must be
pushing cm mighty hard when theyre
getherin up all this riff raff to put into the
held agin him Theres onu satisfaction
When ho lieks this crowd his works done
They wont havo nobody for even homo
guards

Theyre goinir the wav we want to
said tho practical Si Theyre pintiu out
our direction and

A piercing yell from Pete Skidmoros
lips startled them They started to hurry
back when a similar yell broke out from
Sandy Baker

When they arrived they found the two

If 9w

Cant Jest Remember that pyeEver doxe Hearn o nprt FriroTT
SAID THE

boys writhing on the ground with tho
others standing around with white faces
and their hands placed apprehensively
on their own stomachs

What in tho worlds tho matter Dont
you know better than yell this way even if
you were dying sternly demanded Si

But I am dying groaned Pete 1
shant live fivo minutes longer

And ho yelled again in mortal agony
Tell mo what in tho worlds the matter

Si demanded again on Shorty took Pete
in his arms and tnpil to quiet him

Hes got colic from eating that green
corn on an empty stomach answered
Alf Russell and woro all afraid were all
going to have it too

Nonsense said Si sternly Youre
not goin to have it and yoa mustnt have
it Weve got no time for eioh foolishness
now Were got to mako a long march
yit Ill tie the first one of you up by tho
thumbs and leavo you here that says
colic again Wove got other bizniss to
attend to

Sis imperious manner scared them into
thinking of something else than their
stomachs and tho griping symptoms
auatfd Jiut 1ete and bandy were too lar
gono to be frightened into calmness Pete
protested that ho had ben poisoned likely
bitten by one of tiiose snakes back thero
when he was not looking and that all
that ho wanted was far them to stay with
him until he died and burv him decently
Sandy was in much the same frame of
mind but not so demonstrative nor so
tenacious of the snake bite theory

It began to rain again hard whilo Si
was rubbing Sandys htomach and Shorty
Petes to relieve their pain

hay Ive got something that R cure
em said Alf Russell suddenly produc-
ing

¬

a bulb from his pocket with an air of
triumph Just happened to tliinlc ol it
Back there a pieco 1 saw an Indian turnip
and dug it up and urung it along thinking
it might come in handy You know its
tm awful good medicine There Pete
take a big bite and chew it rip fine and
tiwallow the juice and itll euro you There
Sandy you take tho rest Thatll fetch
you around all right

The two bovs did as directed Pete
suddenly emitted a yell of greater anguish
than Dotore and me pieces ol turnip uew
out of his mouth as he shouted

O mv mouths all on fire Its burning
mi Alf Russell doddurnyourhidcvoure
always projecking on us with some mean
and nasty things lor medicine Im just
going to knock your trifling head off for
this trick

Sandv blew the nieces out of his mouth
and jumped to join his partner in executing
vengcanco on ah itussen

St and Shorty separated them and by
the time the excitement was over the pains
had abated so that the march could ho re
sumed though Sandy and Pete werestili
suffering and very weaK

They descended into tho road and went
northward along it IMo and Sandy
made a brae effort to keep up and their
pain touched Si and Shorty deeply

I dont care what happens to me said
Shorty finally Im goin in to tho first
houso wo como to and see if I cant git
something to help tliat poor boy Id
rather bo recaptured than feel guilty o
murdorin him

O I tlunk itll pass directly Colic
generally does said Si Ivo had itlots o
times and dont remember tove ever died
of it Los push on and help them along
as best we kin

I tell you what Im goin to do it all tho
same said Shorty so firmly that his
partner knew that it was no uso opposing
his determination I cant stand it to see
that boy suffer no matter what comes to
me Tho rest of you kin go on

Thev presently saw at a little distance
from tho right hand side of the road lights
in a fairly good hewed log house

A woman was vigorously singing in a
high but faded soprano

When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies

Ill free my heart from every
And wipe my weeping eyes

fear

Another a contralto voice was oc
casionally joining in

Theyre Methodists up there said Si
reeogniring the hymn

Uide there in the brush while I go up
said Shorty You kin watch what be
comes o me

The dogs stormed out at him
Hello the house he called from the

fence
Hello came back in a strong but not

unpleasing contralto voico Who air yo
and what do youns want If youre
soljers go right long about yer bizniss
Weuns haint got nothin ter eat moren
wouns need ourselves Wouns air only
a couplo o louo wimnien but the Jineruls
givo strict orders that vu air not ter be dis ¬

turbed and if wo air weve only ter blow
tho horn ter git the gyards ter come ter our
help

Hes all right whispered the anxious
Si to tho boys Theres only women
there

Wc air soljers on our way ter our riji-
mint

¬

said Shorty imitating the Southern
pronunciation and wouns dont mean
no harm especially ter ladies Miss We-
uns

¬

is ibuthi fur tLe ladies and alters
willin ter font fur em whenever they may
need hit AVeunss Jawgyians and gen-
tlemen

¬

Miss
Well Im mouty glad ter hcah hit

replied tho voico moro pleasantly What
do youns want

We done go a couple o boys out hvah
iiuit tin imcjLui wiutv wun uie cramps

Thar thar thatll do said tho voico
with asperity Weunsvo done beared
all that story afo weuns haint got a

drap o likker in tho houso Ycr boysvo
got beards andro suffering from whisky
crumps Go right along now afo wo
blow the hom

Shorty assumed a deeply injured tone
How kin yo misjudge weuns so Miss

a lady with yer hoft sweet voice Do I
look hko a dnnkin man Would yo take
mo for a man thatd go around the coun-
try

¬

beggin fer likker Me a member o
Cunnell John Whatelys rigiment and the
Methodist Church

Air you rayly a Methodist asked the
soprano who Imd stoppped singing when
the dogs barked

You just bet ycr life I am Shorty
started to say but ho corrected himself
Most certainly I am Havo bin ever

senco I w uz a child I was mustered in
Found grace Shorty whispered Si

who nau suppea up closer
I mean J found graco when I was verv

young Yo must kno my father Hes
a deacon

Elder Shorty said Si Methodists
dont have no deacons

As I was sayin hes an elder in tho
cnurcn KIder rlliott o Tuesawhachce
Creek Yo must sartinly done hcarn tell
o him

Cant jest remember that Ive ever done
hearn o Elder Elliott said the soprano
voice 1 Know Jiiaer ianistabic very

Er
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off

well andve set unaer Elder Tryon ana
Elder Ramsey and

What did yo say yo wanted in-
quired

¬

the contralto voice to whom the
conversation seemed to begetting prolix

Weve got a couplo o boys whore
nearly dead with cramp colic Haintyo got nothin that yo kin givo em ter
cure em

Boys Boys said tho soprano sus-
piciously

¬

What do youns mean by
boys Youns now-a-da- call evervbodv
in tho army boys though they may be
grandfathers Weuns air lone women

But these air only boys real boys
little shavers not big enough yit to raise a
mustaeh or chaw Terbacker or swear inmoren words o one syllable

Yo may send em in then said the
younger of tho women with some hesita-
tion

¬

Yo know weuns s lone women
an mustnt let men como inter our house
specially arter dark Our charactersd
bo gone Bring thoyuns up hyah and
well call off the dogs

Glad of an opportunity of having the
boys treated by motherly hands Si hurried
them forward Tho elder of the women
the one with tho faded soprano voice went
into the house and came back with a weaving-
-lamp an iron saucer filled with
kitchen grease and having a rag for a
wick to look at the boys as they come
onto the porch

Whytheyuns air only boys foh sho
said the younger of the women scanning
them as they camo into tho narrow circle
of dim light Mere children that orter to
bo at home with their mothers instead o
out in all sorts o weather And raylpurty too Look like rayl nice boys

As nice boys as over lived Miss saidShorty with unction as if a grateful varia-
tion

¬

to bo able to speak the truth
And w hat clothes they wear Different

from any tiling Ive ever seen
Uniform o our rijimint Miss saidShorty Mouty nice uniform Every ¬

body admires hit
Come right in hyah yofpo leetle things

said tho soprano voice Tho kittlos
bilin on the fire now an Ill fix yo some
tea thatll euro yo Whatve yo bineaun

As sho turned to let the bovs enfpr the
door tho light fell full ujion her face and
figure and Shorty who had been rather
prepossessed oy tier voice saw a grim
stony featured old woman with iron gray
uuu uu iviomui jioiueimess sucKingout of every harsh anglo of her face and
form

Tho other ones probably voung andpurty he said to SI and shes the dragon
that guards her Ill sweeten up on the
other Mebbo wo kin git some grubno was in agony as to the questions that
tho old woman might ask the boys while
sho was doctoring them and repented that
no nau anowca mem to go in He startedup as to follow them in

No no yo mustnt come in said the
outer woman irom mo seat which sho had
taken on tho porch We dont allow hit
As I done tole yo afo were only two lone
women with characters to keep up Havin
neither of us over bin married makes hit
the wuss Hits too bad to live this way
but all our kin men folks ve gono to the
war If ary man not of our real kin sots
foot on this porch arter nightfall were
obleeged ter blow the horn and bring tho
neighbors Weiinss bound ter do hit
Weuns done must Yo kin sot down
thar on that woodpile an talk ter me ifyo want ter a spell but yo mustnt como
a step neareder

Great Jehospehat what a beauty shemust be though Shorty It wont be
bad to tiiivate a little with her

Then a swift memory of Maria made thothought of such treason odious But he
had to get food for the bovs and i iitrson
sacmicu was necessary

les ne answered in his most honeyed
tones Hits very hard on tho ladies this
war Hit must be very hard on a purty
lady like yo who everybody wants ter
see and

How do yo know Im purty said she
wun a pieaseu giggle io cant see a
mite o me settin hyah in the shadder o
theso vines Go long with yo Yo
don t know J m purty at all

Indeed I do responded Shorty wii
fervor I know hit jast as well as I
a livin I know hit by your voice
lady must lw purty tliat has so sweet a
voice as yours Yo remind mo of what
tho poet says snaKspere or lorn Aloore
I fergit which

O my darlin May
Yore iublicr dan do day
Yore eyes so bright dey shine at night
When de moon am gone away

Why how puffeckly sweetshe tittered
enthusiastically And Mays my name
How in the world did you ever find tliat
out

0 1 knowed hit tho minute I heared yer
voice i Knowca mat a iaay with sich a
voice must be called May No other name
d suit her Cant I como up thar on tho

steps and set down neareder yo
No yo cant she answered decisively

Dont yo durst come a step neareder or
Ill blow tho horn Yo seo I done got it
right hyah handy

Sho picked up tho long tin horn and
brandished it in tho air

Yo kin sat right thar op the woodpilo
an talk ter me she continued in a more
placatory tone Thatll b nice Find
a saft chunk an make yo yerelf com-
fortable

¬

Tell mo somo more poickry
Yo seem ter bo a mouty nice sort of a man
Air yo married fej

No said Shorty resuming his seat
whilo ho tried to think how to get hold of the
horn Nobodyll have me

O pshaw what nonsense she giggled

Plenty o nice galsd snap yr up in a
rmnnit Stand up tltar agin and Ie ma
seo yo

Shorty did so and she scanned him by
inn 11111 ui ii infilling moonocam

man
or
with ary gal

No indeed Ivo bin in the army ever
sence I growed up

Shorty noticod that there- - wrts a queer
interruption to her sentences that he could
not account for Her words would become
muffled as if by something in her mouth

How do yo like this part o tho coun¬
try sho asked tentatively

Splendid
Would yo like ter settle dovn hyah

arter the war
Nothin would suit me better Shorty

promptly lied
Me and sister owns this 230 acre farm

the said musingly --I need a nue hkcly
young man ter take kecr of me and hit
and keep hit from gwino ter wrack and
ruin and look arter the lazy niggers

Great Jehosephat shuddered Shorty
sue may have a minister back tlaro in tho

house and marry mo beforo I kin git away
But Im goin to have somo grub for tho
boys first

Whatd yo say yer namo was an
what rijimint do yo belong ter sho askedShorty repeated the old story of belong ¬

ing to Col Whatelys regiment and Cap
Ciidhps companv

Capn Alston Cudlip sho said with
astonishment Why hes my cousin by
fjaarriagc married Sally Harkness my
ovn cousin Im expvetin him hvahvery minnlt Ive done bin watchintho
road fer him while Ive bin settin out hyah
talkin ter yo Yo see wc haint seed him
sence the war begun He sent lis word
this mornin that his rijimintd bin ordered
ter Atlanty and that hed send his com-
pany

¬

on the railroad under Loofenantlringle but that he and two or three other
cousins of ourn d ride acrost the country
critter back and vi3it us and then go over
ter the Atlanty railroad and take the kears
from thar Sister Sally sho that his
wifos named arter s bin cookin fer him
all day Shes got the table sot all rcady
fer him Tind his friends and tho kittio
bilin on the fire Ive bui watchin ter seo
him raise that hill over yandcr

The other woman camo out with a couplo
of pillows and a blanket in her hand

Sister May she said Ive done dosed
them boys with peppermint tea untiltheyre cured but theyuns s in no con-
dition

¬

ter travel sich a night as this Do
yo know that they ackcnelly belong to
Capn Cudlips company Well theyuns
do I thought that thev could lay down
hyah on the porch till Capn Cudlip come
up and then he could say what ter do
with cm

Sandy and Pete came out behind her
looking scared and confused and trying
to seo Shorty and catch some hint from
his eye

Miss May said Shorty rising andlooking over toward the tall sweep Impowerful thirsty Is thar anything tharat tho well ter drink outen
No she answered but Ill go inside

an git yo a gourd
She turned and walked into the house

Shorty sprang up tho steps and seized the
norn oome on ooys quick he shouted

Si leaped up the steps and caught tha
elder woman around her waist and put
his hand over her mouth to keep her from
screaming Shorty rushed after the other
woman and for a moment stood aghast at
the picture revealed by the straggling
beams of the weaving lamp Instead of tha
fair young creature he had imagined ha
saw a tall bony weather beaten woman
with scrawny faco and form squinting
eyes and a snuff stick in her hand Tliid
was what had made the interruptions to her
speech But Shorty was a man of action
who did not allow sentimental questions ta
interfere at critical moments He flung
ills arm around her with a hug that sha
would probably remember as long as sha
lived folded her close to his bosom in an
embrace that did not lack for ardor what
ever else it may have needed slipped hia
big hand over her snuff begrimed mouth
and shouted to the rest

Clean off tho table boys and do Ii
quickern scat

To be continued

PERSONAL

The splendid old 2d N H grieves par
ticularly but veterans everywhere will
mourn with them over the death of Miss
Harriet P Dame who passed away at Con-
cord

¬

N H April 2 1 She was born In
New Hampshire in 1S13 and entered with
enthusiasm into the war spirit of 1881
As sho could not carry a musket she went
along with the 2d X H to do what good a
brave earnest woman could She waa
worth many men to the Union causa in tha
care she took of the sick of the regiment
and saved many valuable lives by her
skillful nursing In the trenches at Fair
Oaks the rebel shells tore through the tent
in which she was making broth for the slok
She was taken prisoner at the second Bull
Run but was passed back through the lines
in recognition of the caro she had given tha
rebel wounded In 1S64 she was appointed
Matron of the Eighteenth Corps hospitalj
and remained in that position until tho end
of the war The Legislature of New Hamp-
shire

¬

gave her a voto of thanks and 500
She gave the money toward building a
home for the veterans of the 2d N H aj
Weirs

Wm L Distin jr a son of a veteran
has formed a law partnership with Arthui
B Wright and located at Cape Nome to
grow up with the country Brother Dis
tins father Surveyor General Wm L
Distin of Alaska is a veteran of honorablo
record and Past Department Commander
of Illinois Brother Distin has been Chief
Clerk in his fathers office There must
bo a great number of sons of veterans at
Cape Nome and they should look Brother
Distin up The sons of veterans ought to
get together wherever they may be

The 23d N J Gen E Burd Grubbs old
Yahoos held their Annual Reunion at

their beloved commanders Summer homo
Edgowatcr N J May 6 with a largo
number present There aro but 233 of tho
original 1041 left The best part of tho
Reunion was the story of tho Generals
successful struggle with fortune to recoup
his losses The General had been a very
wealthy man and one of the leaders of
Philadelphias most select society Presi-
dent

¬

Harrison appointed him Minister to
Spain and he made a brilliant figure in tho
Castilian court But the panic of 1893
swept everything away and he came homo
from Spain a ruined man It was a bitter
experience for a man who had long been in
tho enjoyment of tho best things this world
affords But he came down to hard pan
with a vim tliat would have done honor to
tho youngest man A new company waa
formed with tho Generals brother-in-la- w

at the head and the General donned coarse
working clothes and went to work at 60
cents a day and his board in one of tho
furnaces he formerly owned at Sheridan
Pa nokeptthisupforsevenlongmonths
and then got a promotion He made the
plant just pay expenses through the hard
times and when the boom in iron came ho
was in shape to take advantage of it The
Sheridan property and his Virginia ore
mines went up in value faster than they
had gone down and tho General found
himself a rich man again One of the first
uses that he made of his wealth was to- re-

open
¬

his luxuriant Summer home and in¬

vito his old comrades to meet him there
Maj Gen E S Otis now en route from

Manila to San Francisco on board tho
transport Meado has accented an invita
tion from Lafayette Post 140 of New York
City to a banquet to bo giien in hia honor
welcoming him to his home and country
This is to be the first banquet he will receit o
and will lo attended by many prominent
people Arrangements are now being
perfected to make this affair worthy of tho
Post and its guest A member of the LsC
is now in San Francisco awaiting tho
Meado to receive tho General on his arrival


